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EXCLUSIVE
 ITINERARIES
FOR ISLANDS READERS4

SLEEP ON THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
LOUNGE BEACHSIDE IN THE WHITSUNDAYS

CRUISE THE DAINTREE RIVER
HUG A KOALA IN PORT DOUGLAS

HAPPEN!

MAKE YOURDREAM TRIP



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

by Terry Ward

Find Your  
QUEENSLAND

DISCOVER YOUR DREAM TRIP TO ONE OF THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL AND DIVERSE REGIONS OF OCEANIA, WHERE 

THE PALETTE OF ADVENTURE AND CULTURE STRETCHES 

ACROSS ISLANDS, RAINFORESTS AND BEACHES.



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Islands has partnered with Tourism and Events Queensland and About Australia to  

create four of the most exciting tours to the State each with a distinct sense of place.  

Be whisked off for a luxury boat trip to dive or snorkel the most remote stretches of the 

Great Barrier Reef in the ISLANDS ESCAPES tour. Explore Australia’s national parks  

in the INDIGENOUS ADVENTURE itinerary, or watch surfers carve the waves while 

dining at cosmopolitan restaurants in the COASTAL CULTURE escape. Need more  

down time? Lounge on iconic stretches of sand in the URBAN BEACH trip.  With the 

perfect balance of pampering and adventure, Queensland is yours to enjoy – so dive in. 

Find Your  
QUEENSLAND



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

DAYS 1 - 5  
After a short flight to Hervey Bay from Brisbane,  
you’re off by ferry to spectacular Fraser Island. 
Located on the southern tip of the Great Barrier 
Reef and granted UNESCO World Heritage 
status, it’s the largest sand island in the world 
– and a veritable playground for outdoor fun. 
Spend your days exploring inland tracks and 
swimming at remote beaches during escorted 
4x4 tours. Then retreat to the comfort of the 
luxury resort, Kingfisher Bay. From August to 
October, humpback whales migrating along the 
coastline add to the already mind-blowing views. 

DAYS 6 – 12
It’s off to the beautiful waterfront city of Cairns 
for the next leg of the trip, where you’ll have 
some tough choices to make. 

OPTION 1: Is quality time exploring the 
Great Barrier Reef’s pristine underwater 
world on your bucket list? Board Spirit of 
Freedom for three nights in paradise.  
The luxury liveaboard has just 11 cabins,  
all with private bathrooms. Tanks and 
weights are provided for scuba divers. 
Snorkelers find just as much to marvel 
at while finning over the Ribbon Reefs, 
a string of coral reefs known for their 
biodiversity. This area is a reserve, so you’ll 
have the benefit of a dive guide joining you 
on all of your outings, which adds to the 
exclusivity. After the boat life, it’s straight 
to Lizard Island for some R&R. The recently 
refurbished all-inclusive resort occupies a 
sugar-sand island that’s a protected national 
park and home to 24 beaches and lagoons. 

OPTION 2: If sleeping on a boat isn’t 
for you, nothing tops the luxury of three 
nights at Orpheus Island Resort, known 
for its exclusivity. Picture the ultimate 
all-inclusive (no autograph seekers, just 
pampered vacation escape artists), set 
on an island within the Great Barrier Reef. 
The setting is totally unspoiled, and the 
shallow snorkeling and dive sites fringing 
the island are home to over 1,000 species. 
You can even spot manta rays from July 
to August. From Orpheus, it’s off to Port 
Douglas for three nights for day trips with 
Down Under Tours. Highlights include 
cruising the Daintree River, learning about 
dreamtime legends on a walk through the 
Mossman Gorge and strolling the sands of 
Cape Tribulation. Also on the itinerary is a 
visit to Wildlife Habitat, where kangaroos 
roam freely and you can hug a koala.

12 DAYS/ 10 NIGHTS 

ISLAND  
ESCAPES
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Are you the outdoorsy type who loves  
to stray from the beaten path but relishes 
finishing the day in the lap of luxury? Then 
the Islands Escapes tour is for you. Visit 
aboutaustralia.com/deals/queensland 
for more information and exclusive pricing.

GREAT BARRIER REEF MOSSMAN GORGE 



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

DAYS 1 - 5
After arriving in Brisbane from Los Angeles, 
it’s a quick flight to Hamilton Island, the largest 
inhabited isle in the Whitsundays Islands 
National Park (part of the Great Barrier Reef). 
The famous luxury hotel here is your home for 
the first two nights. You can meet koalas at the 
onsite facility, or rent a golf cart and scope  
out the island’s scene. If you prefer, schedule  
a tee time at the 18-hole golf course fronting 
the ocean on the neighboring island.   

The next day, it’s off to one of the 
Whitsundays’ most magical locales as you 
cruise by catamaran to Whitehaven Beach. 
Made almost entirely of white silica, the 
sand lends an otherworldly luminosity to the 
turquoise water. Soak it all in before heading 
back to Hamilton Island for the night. 

Snorkeling on Hardy Reef on the Great Barrier 
Reef is up next. But this is no out-and-back 
excursion. When the resort’s daytrippers head 
back to Hamilton, you’ll stay with just 11 other 
guests for an unforgettable afternoon and 
evening on a pontoon floating above the reef. 
Delicious alfresco meals are served, and cabin 
and open-air accommodations are available 
for sleeping. But the real highlight comes while 
snorkeling, when you’ll have the reef almost 
entirely to yourself. As darkness falls, it’s all 
about relaxing beneath a canopy of starlight in 
this silent piece of paradise. 

After breakfast the next morning, weigh your  
options. Either return via boat to Hamilton Island, 
perhaps in time to enjoy the spa. Or opt to be 
whisked away from the pontoon by helicopter 
for the chance to spot Heart Reef from the air 
(it looks just like the symbol of love) before 
returning to the island for the night.

DAYS 6 - 11
You’ll leave Hamilton Island via a flight to 
Cairns. Then you’ll be transferred to your 
accommodations in  Port Douglas, where a 
romantic sunset sail on the Coral Sea is a fitting 
welcome. Over the next few days, explore 
Australia’s aboriginal culture and its deep ties 
to the land. As guests of the Walker family for 
the Daintree Dreaming tour, your group will 
be divided into “hunters and gatherers” for 
activities like spearing crabs in the mangroves 
and foraging for berries. Then you’ll prepare 
a feast using traditional aboriginal methods. 
You’ll learn about dreamtime and – if you 
choose – can finish the day with a customary 
smoking ceremony too. Optional add-ons 
during your stay in Port Douglas include a 
snorkeling or diving trip to the outer reef and 
Jungle Surfing (zip-lining) in Cape Tribulation.

11 DAYS/ 9 NIGHTS 

 INDIGENOUS
ADVENTURE 

ITINERARY 2

Do you love a vacation that mixes culture 
with a good dose of adventure? Then the 
Indigenous Adventure tour is for you. Visit 
aboutaustralia.com/deals/queensland 
for more information and exclusive pricing.

PORT DOUGLAS HARDY REEF
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DAYS 1 - 4  
After landing in Brisbane from Los Angeles, 
you’re whisked north to the quintessentially 
Australian surf town of Noosa for three nights. 
Here, surfers carve the waves and kiteboarders 
buzz by like butterflies along the lush beaches 
and coves. But Noosa has a sophisticated side 
too. For dining out and shopping, you’ll love 
exploring Hastings Street’s eclectic cafes, 
bars and boutiques. A visit to the Australia Zoo, 
made famous by Steve Irwin, is unforgettable, 
with the chance to feed kangaroos and see 
dingoes and koalas. And a day trip to explore 
the beaches, dunes and inland tracks of Fraser 
Island, the world’s largest sand island, is also 
included in the fun.

DAYS 5-7
Noosa is hard to leave. But more fine things 
await when you’re transferred south to Brisbane 
to hop a short flight to Airlie Beach. A sailing-
centric town, Airlie is the gateway to the 
Whitsunday Islands. And a trip by sailboat around 
the Whitsundays is one of the highlights of your 
visit. Watersports of all sorts reign in Airlie, so 
consider some add-on activities too. Perhaps 
an island-hopping tour to see Daydream Island? 
Or book a tour to the world-famous Whitehaven 
Beach, where the sand, made almost entirely of 
silica, lends an otherworldly hue to the turquoise 
water.  Snorkeling and scuba-diving trips out to 
the Great Barrier Reef are another favorite way  
to enjoy the Whitsundays.

DAYS 8-12 

Depart Airlie Beach by boat for Hamilton Island  
then board your short flight to Cairns. The main  
city in Far North Queensland, Cairns is a perfect 
cocktail of cosmopolitan restaurants and 
lively nightlife paired with a laid-back lifestyle 
ruled by the tides. Sailing, snorkeling and 
scuba diving the Great Barrier Reef are popular 
pursuits. During your four nights here, included 
activities range from touring the UNESCO 
World Heritage-listed landscapes of the 
Kuranda Rainforest to snorkeling or diving 
the Great Barrier Reef aboard Cairns’ newest 
dive boat, the racy Tusa 6. You’ll also enjoy a 
sunset dinner cruise on the sailing catamaran, 
Spirit of Cairns, and an outing to the cultural 
center at Tjapukai, where you’ll meet the 
Bama (indigenous rainforest people) and hear 
aboriginal dreamtime storytelling around a fire. 
Foodies should make time to feast on Cairns’ 
multiculti dining scene and the atmospheric 
stretch of waterfront restaurants along the 
Esplanade, where Greek, Japanese, Balinese 
and Brazilian are among the many options.

12 DAYS/ 10 NIGHTS 

COASTAL 
CULTURE
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Do you love exploring culture but also 
look for a vacation that celebrates the salt life? 
Then the Coastal Culture tour is your pick. Visit 
aboutaustralia.com/deals/queensland  
for more information and exclusive pricing.

AIRLIE BEACH DAYDREAM ISLAND



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

DAYS 1 - 5
After arriving in Brisbane from Los Angeles  
you’ll head south to the Gold Coast, known  
for its long sandy beaches. The sophisticated 
coastal community of Broadbeach (or “Broadie,” 
as the locals call it) is your base for four nights. 
Here, pretty parks edge up to weekend markets, 
street artists perform for the crowds and all 
roads lead to the beautiful oceanfront, lined  
with international restaurants, cafes and bars. 
Romantic walks on the beach at sunrise and 
sunset are favorite rituals for locals and visitors, 
and there’s a 24-hour casino if you require  
even more excitement. 

During your stay, you’ll visit Currumbin  
Wildlife Sanctuary, an eco-minded facility home 
to koalas, lorikeets, kangaroos, crocodiles, 
wombats and other native Australian fauna  
(petting a kangaroo and cuddling a koala is par 
for the course here). Then you’ll spend another 
beautiful day being swept away by small plane  
to Lady Elliot Island in the Great Barrier Reef for 
a look at the native reef fish, sea turtles, giant 
clams and colorful corals. Enjoy a guided snorkel 
tour, glass-bottom boat trip and buffet lunch. 
Surfing lessons are among the optional tours to 
consider while you’re in Broadbeach. And you 
can also opt to see the incredible Natural Bridge 
waterfall in World Heritage Springbrook National 
Park, where water cascades through the roof of 
an ancient cave while light from the surrounding 
rainforest streams in.

DAYS 6 - 9
From the Gold Coast, your transfer takes 
you back north to Brisbane for three nights. 
Queensland’s capital and the third most  
populous city in Australia, Brizzie (as the locals 
call it) is a riot of glittering high-rises, beautiful 
parks, a scenic riverfront, edgy galleries and  
a top-notch food scene. A city tour is the 
perfect way to get your bearings.  Then, for 
something truly wondrous, spend a day at 
Tangalooma Island Resort, reached via 
catamaran from Brisbane. Originally a whaling 
station, the island is now one of the few places 
in the world where you can stand in the water 
and hand-feed wild bottlenose dolphin. As many 
as 10 dolphins arrive on the beaches every 
evening to feed.

Back in Brisbane, make time to experience 
one of Australia’s top foodie cities. Local 
produce is at the forefront of the casual yet 
sophisticated restaurant scene that stretches 
from the hilltop ‘hood of Paddington to Kangaroo 
Point, encompassing everything from innovative 
Australian eateries to American smokehouses, 
authentic Asian nosh spots and beyond. 

9 DAYS/ 7 NIGHTS 

URBAN 
BEACHES

ITINERARY 4

Do you like your beach time  
balanced with urban excursions?  
The Urban Beaches itinerary might be 
the vacation you’re looking for. Visit 
aboutaustralia.com/deals/queensland  
for more information and exclusive pricing.

BRISBANE GOLD COAST
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WHY?
Queenslanders have the Great Barrier 
Reef for a backyard and endless islands, 
rainforest and open spaces to explore. 
And this wonderland can be yours to enjoy 
too. Picture yourself plying the turquoise 
waters of the Whitsunday Islands or 
exploring the shifting sand dunes of World 
Heritage Listed Fraser Island by 4x4. A 
day living the Queensland life could also 
see you snorkeling in crystal-clear water 
alongside minke whales on the remote 
Ribbon Reefs or marveling the mysterious 
Daintree Rainforest. Round out all this wild 
fun with stops in sophisticated cities and 
uniquely cultured little coastal towns.  

HOW?
About Australia specializes in 
personalized travel and is run by native 
Aussies who know the lay of the land.  
We partnered with them to create  
unique coastal-inspired itineraries in 
Queensland, the country’s second  
largest state. The feature on the 
previous pages showcases the details  
of eachof those escapes, but the team 
at About Australia can customize just 
about anything for you. Give them a 
call at 888-359-2877, email them at 
travel@aboutaustralia.com, or visit  
the Islands deals page on their website,  
aboutaustralia.com/deals/queensland. 

WHEN?
Queensland spans several climactic 
zones, from Tropical North Queensland, 
to the milder but still balmy reaches of 
Southeast Queensland. Most anywhere 
you go, weather changes have more 
to do with a change in humidity than 
vast temperature differences. Chances 
are you’ll never need more than a light 
sweater on that rare cooler “winter” night. 
Basically, any time of the year is a great 
time to visit Queensland. But keep in mind 
that the holiday season coincides with 
school summer break in Australia, with 
December through February being peak 
travel season. 

ITINERARY 1: ISLAND ESCAPES
ITINERARY 2: INDIGENOUS ADVENTURE

ITINERARY 3: COASTAL CULTURE
ITINERARY 4: URBAN BEACHES

MAKE IT  
HAPPEN
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